
Splattering of Faith
After a rainy night, kids come to the parish school clad in 

colorful rubber boots—perfect for jumping in puddles. Clear 
pools of water lingering on a rain-washed sidewalk make sparkling 
splashes. Muddy puddles alongside the soaked grass spatter their 
boots spectacularly after a gleeful stomp. Adults usually try to 
wend their way around the puddles or step over them, not having 
bothered with boots. 

In Old Testament times, a little girl taken 
captive in Israel became a servant for the wife 
of Naaman, a commander in the conquering 
army. Like seeing the potential of something 
good in mere mud, the child saw a splotch 
of leprosy on Naaman’s skin as a miracle 
waiting to happen. It would happen, the child 
said, if only he could meet a certain prophet. 
Naaman didn’t believe in the God of Israel, 
but it still seemed worth a try. If it worked, he would hit pay dirt!

Naaman made his way to the doorstep of the prophet Elisha. 
Whoever came to the door relayed a message to wash in the 
Jordan River seven times. Naaman couldn’t imagine the murky 
water of the Jordan cleansing him of anything. At the very least, he 
thought angrily, Elisha could have sent him to one of the rivers in 
Damascus that flowed with mountain spring water.  

Servants convinced Naaman to do what Elisha had said anyway. 
Miraculously cured, Naaman returned to offer the prophet a gift. 
Elisha turned it down. God, not Elisha, had worked the miracle, 
after all. Then Naaman asked for two loads of dirt to take back 
home with him. Dirt? The stuff of river muck and mud puddles? 
Elisha understood that Naaman wanted to take some of the land of 
Israel back home so that he could worship God on holy ground. 

We see all of God’s creation as holy, even though His plan for us 
sometimes seems about as clear as mud. We want to sidestep the 
difficulties, but Jesus wants us to become like little children. When 
you donate in the Harvest Fund Drive, I hope that you will find 
delight in jumping right in to make a splash. 
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NEW! TV MASSES
Chicago

WPWR ch. 50 (MyTV)
8:30 a.m.

Fort Myers / Naples, FL
WFTX ch. 36 (Fox4) 

6:30 a.m.

Hartford / New Haven, CT
WCCT ch. 20 (CW) at 8 a.m.

WGN AMERICA
NEW TIME / SAME CHANNEL

8 a.m. Eastern & Pacific
7 a.m. Central

 Join Heart of the Nation for 
Sunday TV Mass at its new time 
on WGN America.
Cable: Check local listings for 
your WGN America channel.
Satellite: DirecTV ch. 307
 Dish ch. 239

Our Lord asks His followers  
to serve as laborers in the field, 
spreading His Word far and wide. 
Your gift or pledge during the 
Harvest Fund Drive will bear much 
fruit!  When you receive a reply slip 
from Heart of the Nation, please 
include it in the envelope with your 
offering and prayers. Thank you!



Far away from the 
Holy Land, in New 
Hampshire, generations 
of people felt bolstered 
by the image of the “Old 
Man of the Mountain.” 
Up until 2003, residents 
and tourists alike saw 
the jutting cliffs of rock 
formations on a mountain 
that looked like the 
profile of an old man 
watching over them.

Daniel Webster, a 
19th-century statesman, 
said that businesses used 
outdoor signs with large 
symbols, such as a shoe 
for a shoemaker or a 
tooth for a dentist. He 
called the Old Man of the 
Mountain a sign by God. 
Our Creator makes people 
for His work on the face 
of the Earth.

One night, fog hid the 

Old Man of the Mountain, 
much like sin obscures 
our ability to see God’s 
immense love for us. By 
the time sun displaced 
the fog, the image of the 

Old Man had fallen and 
become broken granite. 
Jesus came as Light to 
reveal inadequate images 
of God. 

When our Savior died 
on the Cross, enemies 
hoped for an end to 
an era. Then came the 
Resurrection. The Lord 

had come back in a 
monumental way!

In New Hampshire, 
people could no longer 
see the Old Man of the 
Mountain as they once 
did. A monument of seven 
sculptures lined up on 
poles, however, replicates 
the rock formations that 
nature crumbled. Viewed 
from the right height, 
human eyes superimpose 
the layers of sculpture 
onto the mountain 
backdrop in just the right 
spot. 

Stepping stones 
designated for people 
of different heights give 
them the right view. In 
life, our perspectives 
change, but we always 
want to stand where we 
can envision God from 
new heights of faith.  

Fr. Tony Scannell
Chaplain

When you receive mailings from Heart of the Nation, please include the new reply 
slip when you send a donation. “The Harvest Fund Drive reminds me of Jesus’ saying 
about a plentiful harvest but only a few laborers to bring in the crops. By using your 
reply slip, you will help the small crew of laborers at Heart of the Nation to save time 
and expense,” explained Fr. Mark Payne, chaplain for Heart of the Nation. “We want 
to use every possible penny you give to bring the bounteous blessings of prayer and 
worship in the Catholic faith into the hearts of people who cannot get out to church.”

Seeing the Face of God
On the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo painted 

the heavenly Father as an aged man. Scripture doesn’t 
describe how Jesus saw Him, but the Gospel reading for the 
Feast of Saints Simon and Jude (Oct. 28) depicts our Savior 
going up a mountain one night to pray. For the disciples with 
Him, the height could symbolize closeness to the Father. The 
next morning, Jesus chose the Twelve Apostles. 

“The Mass that I 
saw from you was 
amazing. I will not 
miss Sunday Mass 
again.” ~Mary

“My wife is in a 
memory care facility 
and loves to watch 
your 30-minute 
Sunday Mass.”

~William

“I watch because of 
the closed-captions. 
Thank you!” ~Teri

How to Make Your
Gift Go Farther

SEND ALL 
SOULS’ DAY
PRAYERS

Loved ones here and 
gone before us pray 
for one another. Please 
send the names of 
anyone you would like 
Heart of the Nation’s 
chaplains to remember 
at Mass on All Souls’ 
Day, Nov. 2.



Mission Prayer 
Loving Father, 
Thank You for Your Son sent  
 into the world 
To walk on dusty roads and  
 on water, 
To show us ways of holiness  
That touch lives when others  
 would not bother.
Lord Jesus, 
Thank You for sending Your 
 disciples forth, 
To find welcome or shake dust 
 from their feet, 
Teaching and healing  
 in Your name, 
By example, leading others  
 to believe.
Holy Spirit, 
Thank You for attending us  
 as we seek 
To discern the ways  
 the Father invites 
And gives each a holy mission 
In ministry, family, or single life.
Amen. 

Innocent Victims
For victims innocent when life’s 
music stopped playing amid 
sounds of violence or fear, I offer 
to You, gentle and loving Lord 
Jesus, this heartfelt and quiet 
prayer.
For those whose lives seemed 
to end in mid-song, though they 
would have chosen to stay for 
a while, I pray that angel choirs 
gave them welcome, though on 
Earth they are lovingly mourned.
For the injured, I pray for 
healing. For the unsung heroes, 
I pray in gratitude. Lord, may 
Your words be the lyrics and 
goodness a hymn resounding for 
hearts in need. Amen.

Promises of the Sacred Heart
Appearing to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, a 

religious sister during the 1600’s, the Lord made 
her a messenger of devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Christ. While the saint wrote down eight revelations 
in beautiful prose, later versions offer a list divided 
into twelve concise promises. One promise 
encourages First Friday Devotions. This article 
explains all twelve, with insights from the revelations:

Promises 1 and 2: The Lord will provide help needed in each 
person’s state of life. Communities honoring and placing themselves 
under the protection of the Sacred Heart will experience His charity, 
and families will have peace through devotion to the Sacred Heart.
Promises 3 and 4: He will console in times of struggle. The Lord 
will alleviate toil and sorrow, providing a refuge in life and death. 
Promise 5: He will bless the undertakings of those devoted to His 
Sacred Heart. The devoted who give and obtain as much love, honor, 
and glory to the Lord as they can will discover special grace. 
Promise 6: Sinners will find infinite mercy in the Sacred Heart. To 
people specially consecrated and dedicated to Him, the Lord will grant 
salvation. 
Promises 7 and 8: Souls will grow from tepid to fervent, and 
swiftly go from fervor toward perfection. We need not fear, because 
the Sacred Heart will reign.
Promise 9: Places where an image of the Sacred Heart is displayed 
and His Heart venerated will be blessed. The abundance of His gifts 
will touch even unfeeling hearts.
Promise 10: Priests devoted to the Sacred Heart will penetrate 
hardened hearts. People who work with devotion to the Sacred Heart 
for the salvation of souls will succeed.
Promise 11: The faithful who spread devotion to the Sacred Heart 
will have their names inscribed on His Heart eternally. His Heart is 
unimaginably deep and His mercy excessive.
Promise 12: To those devotedly receiving Holy Communion on 
nine consecutive first Fridays of the month, Jesus promised the 
grace of final repentance and the Sacraments. 

First Friday Devotions
Parish Eucharistic ministers gladly bring Holy Communion to 

the homebound. On the first Friday of nine months in a row, receive 
the Eucharist in love of the Lord, honor of His Sacred Heart, and 
desire for a holy death. Offer your reception of Communion with the 
intention of atoning for sin and ingratitude in the world, including 
ungratefulness for the Holy Eucharist.



With gratitude, Heart of the Nation welcomes new members to the Circle of the Heart monthly giving 
club. As a member, you will be included in prayers placed before the altar for every Sunday TV Mass. 
To join, please mark the box on your donation envelope or reply slip, and indicate the amount of your 
pledge. (If you need to change or cancel your pledge, just call, e-mail, or send a note to Heart of the 
Nation.) Thank you!
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Prayer & Worship Guide: Order for Yourself
Or As a Gift for Someone You Love 
❏ Please start a free annual subscription to the large-print Prayer & Worship Guide, 
 published 7 times per year by Heart of the Nation. Send it to the person listed below:

Name (please print):______________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________________________________ State:_________ Zip Code:________________

Please return this form to Heart of the Nation, P.O. Box 14428, Milwaukee, WI  53214. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.  Thank You!
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For local time and channel 
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www.HeartoftheNation.org 


